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· Start with a brief background of the research topic and its significance in the national and international context.
· State the research problem and the research gap(s) that you aim to address through this study.
· Provide the rationale for conducting the study and outline the research questions.
· Clearly state objectives, which should preferably be Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, and Time-bound.
· Highlight the expected contribution of the present study to the existing knowledge in the subject area.
· Include references where required to support the argument presented in the 
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· A literature review is a summary of existing knowledge on the research topic.
· It should be written from general to specific and must be relevant to the research question.
· The review can be structured thematically with subheadings to identify key themes.
· Including a review of the local literature is important when the research topic is specific to a particular region or country.
· Avoid padding out the literature review with irrelevant information, and make it concise, informative, and directly relevant to the research question.
· A minimum of 15 sources for an M.Phil. thesis and 25 sources for a PhD is recommended, preferably the latest available sources.
· Ensure that all sources are included in the bibliography or literature cited section and that in-text citations follow APA 6th edition guidelines.
· A well-written literature review should flow logically and be easy to understand, presenting existing knowledge on the topic and how it relates to the research question.
· In-text citations in APA 6th edition follow an author-date format. This means that the last name of the author(s) and the year of publication are included in parentheses within the text. Here are some examples of how to format in-text citations:
· One author: (Smith, 2015)
· Two authors: (Jones & Lee, 2018)
· Three to five authors: (Brown, Johnson, & Williams, 2017) or (Brown et al., 2017)
· Six or more authors: (Miller et al., 2019)
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· The materials and methods section is a crucial component of any research project as it provides a detailed description of how the study will be conducted. The aim of this section is to enable its replication and provide enough contextual detail to allow readers to understand and interpret the results.
· When writing the materials and methods section, it is important to include the following details:
· Study setting: Describe the location, environment, and any relevant details of the study setting.
· Time frame: Specify the duration of the study and the time points at which data will be collected.
· Sampling technique: Explain the method used to select the study population or sample.
· Sample size: Indicate the sample size and how it was determined.
· Sample selection: Describe the criteria used to select participants or subjects.
· Inclusion and exclusion criteria: Specify the criteria used to include or exclude participants or subjects from the study.
· Study design: Provide a detailed description of the study design, such as randomized controlled trial, cohort study, cross-sectional study, etc.
· Data collection procedure: Explain the methods used to collect data, including the instruments, equipment, and tools used.
· Data analysis: Specify the statistical methods that will be used to analyze the data and present the results.
· Methodological problems: If there are any challenges or limitations to the methods used, explain them and how they will be addressed.
· Justification: Justify why each method will be used and how it is relevant to the research question.
· An exemplary methods section should be clear, concise, and well-organized, with all the necessary details to enable the study to be replicated. It should also include a clear justification for each method used to ensure that the study is conducted with rigor and validity
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The summary section should include the following:
· Objectives of the study
· Brief research/ experimental design
· Methods used to achieve these objectives
· Expected results (it is okay to include the
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The literature cited section is an essential part of any research project as it provides the readers with the necessary information to locate and verify the sources used. Therefore, it is crucial to ensure that the references are complete, accurate, and consistent in APA style 6th edition. Using reference management software like Zotero can help manage references efficiently.
The following examples illustrate how to cite different sources in APA style 6th edition:Book: Broom, D. M. (2010). Animal welfare: Concepts and measurement. CABI.
Book chapter: Mendl, M., & Paul, E. (2021). Assessing animal welfare: Scientific approaches. In The welfare of animals (pp. 43-58). Springer.
Journal article: Nääs, I. A., Caldara, F. R., Souza, G. R., Garcia, R. G., & Caldara Jr, F. R. (2019). Poultry welfare assessment using thermal imaging technology. Animal Welfare, 28(3), 283-290.
Thesis: Gonzalez, S. A. (2018). The effect of dietary supplementation with omega-3 fatty acids on reproductive performance in dairy cows (Doctoral dissertation). University of California, Davis.
Conference proceedings: Elshabrawy, H. A., Abdo-Salem, S. S., Abdel-Hamid, H. S., Abdel-Hamid, M. S., & Nassar, A. M. (2019). Epidemiological study on infectious diseases of farm animals in Egypt. In Proceedings of the 10th International Veterinary Congress (pp. 127-135).
It is essential to ensure that the number of in-text citations matches the number of references cited in the literature cited section. For further examples and guidance on APA 6th edition, please refer to the APA Style Guide available at https://guides.library.uq.edu.au. 
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